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Stage 2/3 enjoyed their visit to the 1950s classroom 

interactive exhibit in Dubbo. They explored the old 

school days of regimented desks, discipline, 

blackboards and ink wells. 

 

TERM 4  2019 

 

Week 2 
 

Mon 21st October  

Kinder Orientation 9.15am – 

12.00pm 

 

Week 3 
 

Tues 29th October  

Assembly – 2:30pm 

 

Week 4 
 

Mon 4th November 

Kinder Orientation 9.15am – 

12.00pm 

 

Week 5 
 

Mon 11th November 

Remembrance Day 

 

Year 6 Speeches, Assembly – 

2:30pm 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 
 

 Japanese Cuisine 

lunch orders will 

only be available 

from Wednesday, 

13th November 

2019. 
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Relieving Principal’s News 

Welcome back! 

What a fantastic weekend of Centenary 

Celebrations held on the last weekend of the 

school holidays. What a wonderful way to 

showcase our school and I thank everybody who 

was involved in organising this fantastic 

celebration. I am so proud of our school 

community. You are all awesome! 

Staff and students started the term off feeling a 

little weary but we are slowly getting back into our 

learning. We will be reflecting on the school 

centenary and looking at some of the content 

found in the time capsule that was unveiled on the 

weekend. If you have anything you would like to 

add to the capsule there will still be some time. 

Students and staff will continue learning about the 

history of Matong Public School and the 

importance of the community.  

Congratulations to all students who represented 

the school well last term when attending the two 

excursions. Reports back were positive, although 

not much sleep was obtained due to the roaring of 

the lions at the Dubbo Zoo. Thanks once again to 

staff for taking the time to organise these 

wonderful experiences for students.  

Many thanks, 

Kerri McPherson 

Relieving Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

Coolamon Library 

Share the Dignity – It’s in the Bag 

Fill a handbag with gifts for women and girls in 

need -  “It’s in the bag”.  Provide personal hygiene 

products and everyday luxuries to homeless 

women, women at risk or women experiencing 

domestic violence.  It’s simple - choose a handbag 

in good condition that you no longer use.  Then, fill 

it with items that would make a woman feel 

special, such as personal care items.    The 

Coolamon Library will be collecting these bags in 

October and November if you wish to be involved. 

Stroke Safe Talk 

The Library is hosting a stroke safe talk on Tuesday, 

29th October @ 10.30am. The Stroke Foundation 

undertakes a variety of stroke awareness and 

prevention programs.  It will present common 

information about stroke and its prevention and 

they will also draw on their own personal 

experiences so every talk is different – and very 

powerful.  Come along – everyone is most 

welcome. 

Lego Club 

Lego club is on again – its held every Wednesday 

from @ 4.00pm – 5.00pm and then on Saturday 

mornings from 10.30am – 11.30am here at the 

Library.  The aim of the Lego Club program is for 

children to have fun, learn to communicate with 

others and to develop problem-solving skills.  This is 

a free program and is being offered to children 

from 5 years to 15 years of age.   

Storytime 

Storytime will start up again after the school 

holidays – it will be held this Friday, 18th October @ 

10. 30am – theme “Head to Toe”.  Everyone is most 

welcome to attend. 

Family History Group 

Interested in Family History, come along to the 

Library Saturday, 26th October @ 10.00am.  Chat 

about family history or history in the area.  
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The Matong Public School Centenary celebrations 

commenced on Friday evening with a community bush 

dance. Steph Cooke MP was in attendance to join in the 

fun. The Tin Shed Rattlers provided the toe tapping 

music and had everyone up dancing from the age of 2 

to 92. This was greatly enjoyed by all. 

Celebrations continued on Saturday with open 

classrooms and the viewing of memorabilia. Some ex-

students were astonished to find their name in the 

punishment book, whilst others took delight in finding 

family in the enrolment records dating back to 1919. 

At 11am the time capsule was opened. The contents 

were all in pristine condition and were displayed on the 

day. Max Evans’ photos showcased the town of Matong 

and highlighted the changes. These items along with 

current items will be returned to the capsule shortly. 

The Matong P & C provided a delicious morning tea and 

lunch. The BBQ was provided free of charge due to a 

generous grant from phn Murrumbidgee Community 

Grants. Thank you to Ganmain Bakery, Coolamon 

Butchery and Barefoot Events. 

At 2pm the official ceremony commenced. MC Warwick 

Smith gave a brief history of the school. Phoebe 

Stephens (current school captain) provided 

Acknowledgement of Country. Troy Mott (Director) 

spoke highly of Matong Public School and Kerri 

McPherson (Acting Principal) welcomed everyone and 

acknowledged the hard work of the staff and students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Bensch (Current P & C President) thanked the 

committee and the school for their hard work. Ex-

students, Austin Evans, Keith Ceely and Stacy Hamblin 

kept the crowd entertained with stories and memories. 

The most senior ex-students on the day John Doherty, 

Stacy Hamblin, Laura Evans and Dot Charles cut the cake 

and the ribbon on the new plaque commemorating the 

Centenary. Thank you Sandra Bensch and Les Watkins 

Funeral Directors. 

The afternoon concluded with old school games. 

Current and ex-students thoroughly enjoyed these 

activities. 

Ex-students reconvened to the Ganmain Sports Club to 

continue their reminiscing. 

Thank you to everyone that attended and supported our 

celebrations. It was great to see so many happy smiling 

faces despite the overwhelming number of flies. 

For sale - Matong Centenary memorabilia including 

Stubbie holders, pens and school beanies. Contact 

Kristie on 0429311277 

The Matong and District Centenary of Education 1899-

1999 book is being re-ordered. If you would like a copy 

please call Helen Hatty 69277827. 
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